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The North Wilts Canal was opened in 1819 connecting the 

Thames & Severn and Wilts & Berks canals, providing a bypass of 

the difficult Upper Thames navigation. The North Wilts Canal 

reached Latton on an embankment which terminated at the 

entrance to a basin that had been constructed by the Thames & 

Severn. Here the narrow boats would tranship their cargoes into 

the shorter, wider boats that would take them on westward. This 

was necessary because the lock dimensions of the canals differed. 

Eventually the Thames & Severn locks were lengthened, which 

enabled the narrowboats to make through journeys, and effectively 

rendered the basin redundant. 

Around 1823 a regulating lock was built into the embankment 

adjacent to the toll house. Although theoretically there was no 

difference in the water levels of the two canals, the Thames and 

Severn was very 'leaky', and our assumption is that this lock was 

to prevent valuable water being lost from the Coate Reservoir in 
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We are a 
Community orientated 
group dedicated to preserving 159

and maintaining the historic, and 
unique, area around Latton Basin, at the 
junction of the North Wilts and Thames & 
Severn canals. Our work includes the canal basin, the 
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regulating lock and the stone four arch flood relief aqueduct, 
which are the main structures. There are also the remains of an 
aqueduct in the Mill Leat and the Junction Bridge. The original 
cottage, which is in private ownership, although extensively 
modernised inside, is still recognisable externally. From the 
stone aqueduct a section of canal bed and towpath (approx. 
600m) leads to the River Churn which was originally crossed by 
a brick aqueduct and then another short section continues to 
the River Thames where there was another stone aqueduct. 
Alas, little remains of these two structures. The towpath is a 
public footpath and part of a circular walk. At the Thames end 

of our section is North Meadow containing the largest 
collection of wild fritillaries in the country. 


